
HUMANITIES CURRICULUM - SUMMER READING MENU

Greetings summer squashers! We are so excited to have you at the
Summer Academy. In addition to reading the novel Ghost by Jason

Reynolds as a class, please choose ONE of the following novels to read
for pleasure as we move through July together. You will become an expert
on this chosen novel (with others in your class who chose the same book)
and present its literary features and themes to the class at the end of the

camp.

Choose wisely. Goodnight, and good luck.

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Ghost/Jason-Reynolds/Track/9781481450164
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Ghost/Jason-Reynolds/Track/9781481450164


OPTION ONE: Hurricane Child
Summary from Amazon:

“Being born during a hurricane is unlucky, and
12-year-old Caroline has had her share of
bad luck lately. She's hated and bullied by
everyone in her small school on St. Thomas
of the US Virgin Islands, a spirit only she can
see won't stop following her, and -- worst of
all -- Caroline's mother left home one day and
never came back.But when a new student
named Kalinda arrives, Caroline's luck begins
to turn around. Kalinda, a solemn girl from
Barbados with a special smile for everyone,
becomes Caroline's first and only friend --
and the person for whom Caroline has begun
to develop a crush.Now, Caroline must find
the strength to confront her feelings for
Kalinda, brave the spirit stalking her through
the islands, and face the reason her mother
abandoned her. Together, Caroline and
Kalinda must set out in a hurricane to find
Caroline's missing mother -- before Caroline
loses her forever.”
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OPTION TWO: The Dreamer
Summary from Amazon:

“From the time he is a young boy, Neftalí
hears the call of a mysterious voice. Even
when the neighborhood children taunt him,
and when his harsh, authoritarian father
ridicules him, and when he doubts himself,
Neftalí knows he cannot ignore the call. He
listens and follows as it leads him under the
canopy of the lush rain forest, into the
fearsome sea, and through the persistent
Chilean rain on an inspiring voyage of
self-discovery that will transform his life and,
ultimately, the world.”
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OPTION THREE: Tristan Strong Destroys the World
Summary on Amazon:

“Tristan Strong, just back from a victorious
but exhausting adventure in Alke, the land of
African American folk heroes and African
gods, is suffering from PTSD. But there's no
rest for the weary when his grandmother is
abducted by a mysterious villain out for
revenge.

Tristan must return to Alke--and reunite with
his loud-mouthed sidekick, Gum Baby--in
order to rescue Nana and stop the culprit
from creating further devastation. Anansi,
now a ""web developer"" in Tristan's phone, is
close at hand to offer advice, and several new
folk heroes will aid Tristan in his quest, but he
will only succeed if he can figure out a way to
sew broken souls back together.”
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OPTION FOUR: The Shadow Crosser
Summary from Amazon:
“Zane Obispo has been looking forward to his
training at the Shaman Institute for Higher
Order Magic, and not only because it means
he'll be reunited with his best friend, Brooks.
Anything would be better than how he has
spent the last three months: searching for the
remaining godborns with a nasty demon who
can sniff them out (literally). But when Zane
tracks down the last kid on his list, he's in for
a surprise: the "one" is actually a pair of
twins, and they're trying to prevent a
mysterious object from falling into the wrong
hands… (also) the Maya gods have gone
missing. The bat god, Camazotz, and Ixkik'
(aka Blood Moon) have taken them out of
commission . . . and the godborns are their
next target. The only thing the villains need
now? The object that the twins possess.
Zane knows the godborns aren't strong
enough yet to stand up to Zotz, Ixkik', and
their army. There might be a way to save the
gods, but it involves locating a magical
calendar that can see across time and space
. . . not to mention traveling more than thirty
years into the past.
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OPTION FIVE: Everything Sad is Untrue (a True Story)
Summary from Amazon:
"In an Oklahoman middle school, Khosrou
(whom everyone calls Daniel) stands in front
of a skeptical audience of classmates, telling
the tales of his family's history, stretching
back years, decades, and centuries. At the
core is Daniel's story of how they became
refugees—starting with his mother's vocal
embrace of Christianity in a country that
made such a thing a capital offense, and
continuing through their midnight flight from
the secret police, bribing their way onto a
plane-to-anywhere. Anywhere becomes the
sad, cement refugee camps of Italy, and then
finally asylum in the U.S.
Like Scheherazade of One Thousand and
One Nights in a hostile classroom, Daniel
spins a tale to save his own life: to stake his
claim to the truth. EVERYTHING SAD IS
UNTRUE (a true story) is a tale of heartbreak
and resilience and urges readers to speak
their truth and be heard.”
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